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PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN OORRESPONDENT.)

Thermo-an&aelig;sthesia in Zona.

AT a recent meeting of the Societe M&eacute;dicale des Hopitaux
M. Ramond said that from observations made on 43 cases of

primary zona at the Hopital de la Piti6 and the Hopital
Saint Antoine he had found that, in addition to the well-
known disorders of sensation, there was almost constantly a
condition of thermo-an&aelig;sthesia which might persist for
several months. Half of the cases also presented the con-
dition of bulbo-capillary reflex, or ’’ gooseskin," a pheno-
menon which could be easily elicited by rubbing the skin of
the affected part with the finger-nail. Moreover, in three
cases there was glycosuria for periods varying from 7 to 15
days, and in one case there was obvious polyuria with or
without frequent micturition, just as in certain forms of
sciatica. The best treatment for the pains which outlasted
the eruption seemed to be the injection of sterilised air.

Preventive and Curative Treatment of Beri-beri.
- At the November meeting of the Soci&eacute;t&eacute; de Pathologie
Exotique M. Breaudat and M. Denier reported that in the
epidemic of beri-beri which occurred at Cape Saint Jacques
from June 1909, to April, 1910, they had treated patients
with the outer covering (son) of paddy, which corresponded
to the bran of European cereals. They came to the con-
clusion that in this epidemic the disease presented both the
dry and the dropsical form with a predominance of cardiac
symptoms. The above-mentioned product obtained from paddy
did not in general cause any digestive trouble. It was used
both for prophylaxis and also as a remedy. For the former
purpose it was given in doses of 40 grammes per day, and
principally to the detachment of tirailleurs, on whom it had a
well-marked protective influence, but in the case of men
who were already suffering from the disease it did not seem
to produce any effect. Used as a remedy in doses of
40 grammes and upwards, without any other medicinal
treatment and without any change in the food given to the
natives, its results were identical with those of the numerous
therapeutic agents hitherto recommended in association with
a European reginae, while it possessed the advantages over
the latter of being simple, cheap, and always obtainable by
the natives.

Foreign Lepers in Paris.
At a meeting of the same society, held on Dec. 14th, 1910,

Mr. Jeanselme gave the results of observations made on 61
cases of leprosy which he had seen in Paris partly in private
practice and partly in a hospital. They had come principally
from the West Indies, from Guiana, and from Brazil. Of
these 61 lepers moving about freely in Paris 38 presented
manifest signs of the disease, including purulent rhinitis,
bucco-pharyngeal lesions, laryngitis, and leprous orchitis. Of
these 38 carriers of Hansen’s bacillus 26 were hospital
patients but were not properly isolated, and 12 lived at home.
The lepers who came to Paris belonged to all classes of

society. Those who were financially well off lived in hotels,
furnished lodgings, and boarding houses; they engaged
servants, and in summer-time they visited mineral water
resorts and sea-side bathing places, scattering the germs of
infection wherever they went. Some of those in humbler
positions were not less dangerous. M. Jeanselme quoted the
case of a Jewish pedlar from Constantinople who carried
merchandise (and at the same time the bacillus of leprosy)
from village to village. Among the 61 lepers there were
three school teachers, a valet, and even a nursemaid. The
latter, in whom the disease was complicated with rhinitis,
had charge of a child 5 years of age in a middle-class
family ; a fresh development of her symptoms compelled her
to pass two years in the Hopital Saint Louis, and on recovery
to some extent she returned to her former employers, who
gave her the care of a new-born child. Leprosy is not one
of the compulsorily notifiable diseases, but some supervision
of such cases is urgently required. Infected children ought
to be removed from schools and lepers ought to be prevented
from following certain occupations.
Ehrlich’s Remedy ’ " No. 606 (Arsenobenzol) in the Treatment

of Diseases ot the Nervous System.
At a meeting of the Societe Medicale des H6pitaux, held

on Dec. 16th, 1910, M. Marinesco said that in two cases of
cerebral gumma with probable implication of the meninges

he had used arsenobenzol with good results, whilst in four
cases of syphilitic hemiplegia there was an improvement but
in a less degree. In three patients suffering from tabes
the shooting pains were relieved ; in a fourth case

of the same disease in a quite early stage the Argyll
Robertson sign ’disappeared. In a fifth case a super-
ficial perforating ulcer of the sole of the foot healed up in a
few days. In six cases of general paralysis there was no

perceptible good effect, even when the disease was only just
commencing. In two syphilitic patients suffering from

early facial paralysis and neuralgia the results were very
satisfactory.Chronic Poisoning by Carbon Monoxide.
At a meeting of the Academy of Medicine held on

Dec. 19th, 1910, M. Morel and M. Mouriquand gave
particulars of a case in which a number of persons attending
a laboratory in Lyons suffered from poisoning by carbon
monoxide. These individuals, about 40 in number, passed
about eight hours in the laboratory every day except Sunday,
and 35 of them presented very similar symptoms of illness,
the cause of which was at first unknown, but was

eventually traced to the presence of abnormal amounts of
carbon monoxide in the atmosphere of the rooms, the
proportions varying from 1 part in 10,000 to 1 part in 1000.
It was derived from numerous leakages of illuminating gas
containing between 12 and 14 per cent. of carbon monoxide,
as the addition of water gas to illuminating gas is permitted
in towns. It proceeded also, but only in winter, from the
defective joints of a heating apparatus. The patients
suffered from nervous symptoms, digestive troubles, with
hyperchlorhydria, and transient albuminuria and glycosuria.
The symptoms appeared in winter when the heating apparatus
was in use and disappeared with absolute regularity during
the periods of vacation.

The H2cchard Bequest.
Dr. Huchard, who was a member of the Academy of

Medicine and whose obituary was published in THE LANCET
of Dec. 24th last, has left to the Academy of Medicine a sum
of 100,000 francs for the foundation of an annual prize to be
called the " Henri Huchard Prize awarded by the Academy
of Medicine for devotion to medical duty: In memory of
Marcel Huchard." The intention of the testator was to
assist students who had either suffered in consequence of
their devotion to science or were unable to continue their
studies.

Jan. 2nd.

CONSTANTINOPLE.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Grievances of the Medical Students.
THE following two regulations in the new medical pro-

gramme submitted by the professors of the Medical Faculty
to the Minister of Public Instruction have excited keen
protest from all the medical students. First, it is enacted
that every student must be examined in all the subjects at
one fixed period. Second, a student who has failed three
consecutive times in one and the same subject will have his
name erased from the list of the candidates. Since these two
new regulations apply also to the final students, these latter
have determined to boycott the Medical Faculty and have
unanimously refused to sit for the examinations until the
named regulations are modified. I consider that to eome
extent the students have right on their side. Some of these
students have spent in their medical studies six or even seven
years and under extremely unfavourable conditions, inasmuch
as the teaching and equipment of the Medical Faculty are
not of a satisfactory character as yet, and in some ways
altogether primitive. To make it possible that a student
after seven years’ study should lose for ever the results
of his labours because he failed three times in one subject
seems a most drastic proceeding, a revolution which should
not have been attempted in this sudden way. In the military
department of the Medical Faculty the position will be still
worse under this reforming scheme, as here a student loses
his medical career after a second failure in one subject. The
students have submitted their unanimous protest to the
Minister of Public Instruction, but without attaining any
satisfactory result. In their protest they rightly dwell upon
the fact that during the old r&eacute;gime they could not attend the
lectures in a regular way, as owing to the political disturb-
ances the Medical Faculty was closed for months, while a
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number of the students were kept in prison for more or less
long periods under the suspicion that they adhered to

dangerous principles. Modifications in the new programme
have been promised to the students as on previous occasions,
but it now seems that the authorities do not intend keeping
these promises.

Count Tolstoy : A Personal Reminiscence. - 

I had met my great compatriot only once, but to the end
of my life I shall remember the profound impression of this
meeting. It happened in a train going from Kieff to Odessa.
Tolstoy always travelled third class. To be, at least for
some short while, in his closer company I changed my ticket
and accommodated myself opposite the count in a filthy
railway carriage packed with peasants. Tolstoy delighted to
mix with these, to converse with them on their needs and
misery, and he always did it with that straightforwardness
and naturalness which were such pronounced characteristics
of the great man. On one station we saw a group of

prisoners being despatched to Siberia. Tolstoy left the

carriage and entered into conversation with them. After-
wards he made to me the following characteristic remark :
" Government and society engender these outcasts and then
send them to Siberia, or, still worse, execute them." When
I ventured to ask what, then, should be done with such
outcasts, Tolstoy answered: ’’ What do you do with sick and
diseased and insane persons ? And do you really think that
these prisoners are worse than those who condemned them ?" 

"

Tolstoy had some perplexing incongruities of mind. Thus
he disliked medical men and he felt an uncontrollable
antagonism to Jews. When the latter were persecuted he
never raised his mighty voice of protest. Great as he was
he could not rise, in this respect, above the general feeling
of the fierce Russian antisemitism. As to medical men, he
often ridiculed them and their science and never showed any
confidence in their treatment. Yet with all that he was
undeniably’the greatest Russian of his time.
Dec. 29th, 1910. 

________________

VIENNA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

lite Jewish Population in Vienna.
IN Vienna there is a considerable Jewish population, the

vital statistics of which are fairly well collected by the Board
of Health peculiar to these communities within the general
community. A report has recently been issued by the
" Cultusgemeinde," or board of guardians, from which the
following figures may be quoted. In 1909 there were in
Vienna 180,000 adherents of the Mosaic law, forming about
9 per cent. of the entire population of the capital. Their
increase was 4 per cent. per annum, whereas that of the
entire population was only 2 per cent. The influx
of Jews from the country was not considerable, but the
non Jewish inhabitants were augmented by immigration.
Thus the increase of the Jewish part of the population must
be put down to three factors-namely, larger number of
births, better care of the infants, and greater longevitv.
This can be substantiated by a few figures. There were 2502
Jewish children born alive in 1909, so that they increased the
numbers of the community by 1.5 per cent., whilst the

average increase of population in this city from this source
is 1 per cent. The Jewish death-rate was 12.5 per 1000,
while the general death-rate for Vienna was 16 per 1000.
Only 185 Jewish infants under 1 year of age died in that
year, being less than 9 per cent. of the total mortality, or
75 per 1000 births, whilst in Vienna the mortality of infants
is 13 per cent. of all deaths, or 129 per 1000 births. That
longevity is not infrequent amongst that part of the popula-
tion is proved by the fact that 30 per cent. of all deaths
happened in persons over 65 years of age. There were, for
instance, 283 deaths at the age of 80 years, 134 between 80 and
90 years, and 14 deaths between 95 and 100 years. It is
interesting to note that at these advanced ages there were more
deaths of females than of males. As regards morbidity, leuk-
semia. diabetes, and neurasthenia were more frequent among
the Jews than among their non-Jewish fellow citizens, whilst

obesity with its concomitants, gout, rheumatism, and liver
disorders, were frequent amongst women. The hospital
registers, in which the religion of the patients is always
noted, supply no evidence that mental diseases are except
tionally prevalent amongst Jews. On the whole, the report

emphasizes the beneficent result of adherence to the religious
rules of the Mosaic law and observance of its injunctions
respecting food, personal cleanliness, and the care of
pregnant women and infants.

The State Institue for the Care of Mothers and Infants.
In anticipation of the eightieth anniversary of his birthday

the venerable Emperor expressed a wish that the money
which was about to be laid out in celebrating that event
should be made use of for the benefit of children. The sug-
gestion was immediately followed and a large sum of money
has now been collected, from which the Reichsanstalt fur
Mutter und Siluglingsfiirsorge (Institute for the Care of
Mothers and Infants) has been organised. The Emperor has
graciously consented to be the Protector of the Institute,
whilst some of the highest officers of the State hold various
honorary positions in connexion with it. The following is
an outline of the system according to which the work of the
institute will be conducted. Every district hospital will be
asked to send two members of its female nursing staff, and
thee women will at the institute be formed into classes and-
will receive instruction, lasting from three to six months, in
all subjects pertaining to the management of infants. On the
conclusion of this instruction the nurses will return to their
hospitals. Midwives will also be eligible for these courses of
instruction, and as they are very often the principal advisers
of young mothers with regard to the upbringing of their
families they will have opportunities of combating popular
errors and superstitions relative to the first year of a child’s
life. It is also intended to organise a special order ot
children’s nurses. In Germany and some other countries the
necessity of preliminary training for such positions is.

recognised, but in Austria there is at present nothing of that
kind worth speaking of. An important branch of the
institute will be the post-graduate classes for medical practi-
tioners who desire instruction in the care of healthy children,
as well as for those who wish to qualify for the position
of head of one of the branch institutes to be created later
in various cities. Classes will also be formed in which
women will be taught how children should be fed and
brought up. In connexion with these classes there will be

"consulting days," on which mothers who can produce
evidence of being in necessitous circumstances may bring
their infants, to the institute, where they will receive advice
as to feeding and other problems of health and disease. An

important department of the Institute will be a school, in
which young persons suffering from either moral, psychical,
or physical defects will be received, educated, and taken care
of, special attention being paid to feeble-minded children,
to those afflicted with hereditary taints, and to sufferers from
the after effects of diseases of the brain and nervous system.
A staff of specially trained teachers, medical men, and
nurses will be constantly at work, and as the practical care
of such afflicted children is hardly known here for the lower
classes of the population, the necessity for it is really urgent.
The system adopted at the institute will provide for the
training every year of 20 special children’s nurses and 40
midwives and hospital nurses; there will also be accom-
modation for 40 infants and 20 older children for six weeks
each, or 550 children per year. It is estimated that the
children will stay in the infants’ department about 15,000
days and in the educational department about 7500 days..
It is also expected that many deserted mothers will be able
to get employment as nurses after attending the schools.
and that deserted children will be taken care of. Naturally
the effect of the institute will soon be felt all over the
empire, if every year only a few hundred mothers and mid-
wives profit by its teachings.
Dec. 26th. 1910.

CANADA.
’ (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Cocaine in Montreal.
IN one police district alone in Montreal there are said

to be over 600 young people of both sexes addicted to
cocaine. So widespread has the habit become that judges
have made several pronouncements upon the danger to the
public, one asserting that "Cocaine is the worst danger to
our social life in Montreal." The Dominion parole officer

states that 12 per cent. of the prisoners ascribe their downfall
to cocaine. From Sept. 10th to Nov. 20th the police recortis.


